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Winter in Carinthia 

2019/2020
Ski Plus
Happy Moments on and off Carinthia’s Ski Pistes 
A winter holiday in Carinthia is a holiday for active visitors. Carinthia has much more to offer than just skiing, snowboarding, freeriding and touring; there is a variety of options here to awaken the excitement of family members of all ages. There couldn’t be a better backdrop: a diverse alpine landscape with lovely views interspersed with frozen lakes, and a mild winter climate with an exceptional number of sunny days. The location of Austria’s southernmost state directly in the tri-border area with Italy and Slovenia comes through especially well in the Carinthian Alps-Adriatic cuisine.

It doesn’t matter if you’re a beginner, an experienced skier or are returning to the sport, anyone who wants to go skiing in Carinthia will get their money’s worth. The 30 skiing areas in Carinthia and East Tyrol and more than 800 kilometres of well-prepared pistes that are guaranteed snow, provide a variety of options. Depending on the skills and requirements of visitors, there are alpine pistes amidst the mighty three-thousanders, broad, comfortable slopes for families, along with mogul slopes and half pipes that ensure unforgettable experiences in the snow. Also, don’t forget the pristine slopes for freeriders and fans of deep powder snow. The Carinthia/East Tyrol Gold Top Ski-Pass, regional ski passes and flat rates are a particularly budget-friendly way to open the doors to skiing fun. 

Visitors will be enchanted by the early morning skiing that is now offered in several of Carinthia’s skiing areas. Laying the first tracks in the snow with a small group - what a lovely feeling! ‘Ski before 9’ with Olympic downhill champion Franz Klammer in Bad Kleinkirchheim is a special experience; skiers start on the pristine pistes at 6:45 am. On these pistes the ladies’ (downhill and super-G) Alpine Ski World Cup races took place several times.
Ice-skating
The highlights of a winter holiday in Carinthia are not just on the pistes, but also off of them. While pleasure skiers bustle about on the mountain, cross-country skiers can explore the most beautiful panoramic routes and ice-skaters can experience the winter landscape on frozen natural open-air ice rinks. Lake Weissensee is the largest natural frozen ice rink in Europe with the Alternative Dutch Eleven Cities Tour taking place here once again in 2020 (18 January to 1 February). Up to 5,000 Dutch contenders will compete at speed skating, the ultimate challenge of over 200 kilometres. This will be the event’s 32nd year. 

Snowshoe hiking
Those who would like to recharge their batteries and take a break from everyday life can take winter walks through snowy landscapes, ride in horse-drawn carriages or take snowshoe hikes - whether guided, alone or with a group. A tip: try ‘Gourmet in the Snow’ - snowshoe hiking and mountain farm cuisine in Bad Kleinkirchheim, snowshoe hikes with rangers in the Dobratsch Nature Park or snowshoe camping at Klippitztörl Pass. The Lesachtal Valley, an untouched stretch of land between the Lienz Dolomites and the Carnic Alps, is a place for romantics and nature lovers alike. 

‘Magic Moments’ in nature
Have you heard of the ‘Magic Moments’ out in Carinthia’s natural world? It refers to 12 high-quality nature adventure programmes throughout Carinthia that are led by trained guides. Not only do they ensure safety out in the countryside and reveal loads of special information about the land and people, but they also take care of all the trappings: transports, cuisine and additional equipment. The spectrum ranges from sunrise hikes to animal watching and winter wine discovery trips. 

Naturally, along with the group programmes, Carinthia’s active nature guides can also be booked for individual tours. 

Something new: ski-tour trekking
A new lead product for winter in Carinthia is the ski-tour trekking on the Nockberge Trail, which connects the five ski areas of Katschberg, Innerkrems, Turrach, Falkert and Bad Kleinkirchheim/St. Oswald with one another. It’s a good choice for casual ski tourers who have a good knowledge of ski touring and are in good physical condition, but who aren’t interested in exploring alpine passages. Plan for up to six hours of trekking time for each stage. The available lifts and aerial cableways give skiers the opportunity to save some energy and gain a few metres of altitude at each stage. Another special feature: instead of overnighting on mattresses in dormitories, as you do on other multiple-day ski touring trips, on the Nockberge Trail you can stay in premium (wellness) hotels that serve first-class Alps-Adriatic cuisine.

Winter wellness
‘From the pistes to the thermal springs’ is the motto of winter sport region Bad Kleinkirchheim. It’s only a short walk from the sauna territory of the Römerbad thermal spa to winter sport fun. The St. Katherein thermal spring is also located in Bad Kleinkirchheim; it was reopened in September 2017 after a comprehensive renovation. It offers the largest water area and the longest fun slide of all of Carinthia’s thermal springs, a lavish sauna and a massage and beauty area. The Carinthian thermal spring (Kärnten Therme) in Villach is also fascinating; the adventure area with its lavish slide and the mermaid swimming are popular primarily with younger guests.

Anyone who would like to bathe in Carinthia’s lakes even in winter can do so not only during the New Year’s swim in Velden am Wörthersee but also in the heated hotel lakeside pools at Lake Millstätter See, Lake Wörthersee and Lake Turracher See. Also, don’t forget the Carinthian bathhouses in Millstatt and Pörtschach, which, even in winter, make it possible to experience lake wellness combined with breath-taking views. 

Lively Advent traditions
Numerous traditional events and festivals ensure that visitors don’t come up short when becoming acquainted with the land and the people. Advent in Carinthia offers many opportunities to participate in the ‘holy celebration’. There is a very special atmosphere waiting at Lake Wörthersee. There is a boat trip, a floating Advent wreath and traditional events. In Velden am Wörthersee, children are shown the ropes on how to become one of Santa’s little helpers; in Pörtschach, guests warm themselves by the fire and listen to songs sung by local choirs. The Pyramidenkogel observation tower, which reaches 920 metres above sea level, welcomes visitors to Advent above the clouds: there is an Advent market with handicrafts and musical groups at the foot of the tower and visitors can get a unique panoramic view of the wintry lake landscape from the observation platform above. 

By the way, the highest Christmas market is located on the Petzen in Southern Carinthia; it lies 1,700 metres above sea level. Visitors are taken in gondolas to the top of the mountain directly to the Christmas market. 

The traditional Christmas celebration is the focus of the Katschberg Advent path, which comprises themed hay barns and is an Advent experience of a special kind. Each of the lovingly created stations on this wintry footpath, far away from everyday hustle and bustle, is dedicated to a different Christmas theme. 

Between the snowy peaks of the Nockberge Mountains, in the Alpine Ski World Cup and spa town of Bad Kleinkirchheim, there is a mountain and thermal-spring Advent awaiting visitors with selected handicrafts, Advent bakeries, horse-drawn carriage rides and children’s programmes.
Cape 4613 at Lake Millstätter See has a floating Christmas terrace to serve as an especially beautiful backdrop where guests can relax, reflect and forget about the worries of everyday life.

There are handicrafts from Carinthia, culinary delicacies and atmospheric concerts to draw visitors under their spell at the Advent markets in the towns of Villach and Klagenfurt at Lake Wörthersee. There are also attractive opportunities to participate in the Christmas celebration in many other Carinthian towns, such as Gmünd, St. Veit an der Glan and Spittal an der Drau. 

Other special features on the traditional calendar are the Klöckler in the Gegendtal Valley, the sinking of the Christmas trees at selected Carinthian lakes and the carol-singing in Heiligenblut, a custom that became a part of UNESCO Intangible World Cultural Heritage in 2010. 

Carinthian Alps-Adriatic cuisine
Cuisine enjoys a particularly high status in Carinthia: Carinthian Alps-Adriatic cuisine blends fresh ingredients from the region, ancient cooking traditions and new interpretations into a delicious whole. As is proper for truly authentic cuisine, the interesting spectrum of Alps-Adriatic cuisine illustrates both the various regions and the course of the seasons. Visitors should definitely try Carinthian Käsnudel [cheese dumplings], Reindling cake, Carinthian laxn [brown trout], Gailtaler Speck [bacon] and Zirbenschnaps [schnapps made from cones of the Swiss pine]. There are samples of Carinthian winter cuisine, such as Ritschert (a stew of barley, beans and cured meat) or specialities made of Glockner lamb and Nockalm beef.

Winter camping
Normally, we associate sunshine, the beach and camping with summer. In Carinthia, these things are also available in winter. Sun-seeking campers can take advantage of the offering of 18 winter campsites.
Winter Kärnten Card

Thanks to the Winter Kärnten Card, which will be available again in the 2019/2020 winter season, great winter excursion destinations become an unforgettable experience. Visits to the Pyramidenkogel, the world’s tallest wood viewing tower, are tempting for young and old alike. Three platforms guarantee almost endless views, and young visitors can zoom down into the valley afterwards on Europe’s highest covered slide as a special “treat”. Or pay a visit in winter to the giant snakes and turtles in the Happ Reptile Zoo. The Winter Kärnten Card is valid from 29 November 2019 to 2 April 2020. http://www.kaerntencard.at/
The fastest way to Carinthia
One thing that makes it even easier to choose a winter holiday in Carinthia is the good variety of options for travelling here. There are direct flights to Klagenfurt from Cologne (daily; starting in November: 6 times weekly) and Vienna (several times daily). You can also fly from London Gatwick (Wednesdays and Saturdays) and Rotterdam (January and February 2020) to Klagenfurt directly. Winter holiday-makers can also travel quickly and comfortably to the destination of their dreams by rail with attractive flat rates.
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