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Summer 2020

Carinthia’s largest local recreational river with a family-friendly active programme 

New Drau Paddle Route stages open

Carinthia’s longest and largest river, the Drau, winds its way through Austria’s southernmost province like a green ribbon. As a local recreational river it has been delighting both residents and guests for many years with the Drau Cycle Path, which leads from Toblach in South Tyrol to Varaždin in Croatia. And yet the Drau is not just a breathtaking backdrop for leisure cyclists, but also for paddlers in kayaks, canoes or on stand-up paddle boards.
Experienced Carinthian water sports enthusiasts Manfred Winkler and Daniel Rebernik brought the Drau Paddle Route (German only) project to life with the aim of "establishing the Drau as one of Europe’s top canoeing areas". Upon final completion it will be possible to paddle all the way from Lienz in East Tirol to Ptuj in Slovenia, meaning 320 kilometres of river through 2 countries in 18 stages. There will be 8 paddle centres en route for equipment hire, courses and purchases. The 12 largest lakes along the way (including Lake Wörthersee and Lake Faaker See) are to be integrated within the project.
"With exception of the stage from Lienz to Nikolsdorf, all tours are suitable for children and previous experience is not required," says Daniel Rebernik of the attractive offer for families. The journey leads through a natural treasure with free flowing river sections (speed of 10 to 15 km/h) and remarkable flora and fauna. Designated docking stations such as the Drauoase Dellach rest area with barbecue sites protect the rare animals and plants.

In 2020, the Drau Paddle Route’s third year, there are bookable packages for 4 sections with 10 stages. "You can get back to the starting point of each section quickly with the mobile Drau Paddle Centre and its shuttle service" explains Manfred Winkler. And those who wish to can make their way back by bike or train.
Stage 1: Lienz to Oberdrauburg (20 km, of which 12 km are white water, 1.5 to 2 hours, 
  
   difficult!)

Stage 2: Oberdrauburg to Greifenburg (18 km, 1.5 to 2 hours, easy)

Stage 3: Greifenburg to Sachsenburg (21 km, 2.5 to 3 hours, easy) 

Stage 4: Sachsenburg to Spittal an der Drau (15 km, 1.5 to 2 hours, easy) 

Stage 5: Spittal an der Drau to Feistritz an der Drau (20 km, 3.5 to 4 hours, easy)

Stage 6: Feistritz an der Drau to Villach (18 km, 3.5 to 4 hours, easy)
Stage 7: Villach to Rosegg (14 km, 2 to 2.5 hours, easy) 

Stage 8: Rosegg to Ferlach  (22 km, 4 to 4.5 hours, easy) 
Stage 9: Ferlach to Seidendorf  (22 km, 4 to 4.5 hours, easy) 

Stage 10: Seidendorf to Dullach  (16 km, 3 to 3.5 hours, easy) 

The Drau Paddle Route can be well combined with bike rides, hikes, fishing, golf or kite flying. Find further information on the Drau Paddle Route here. (German only)
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