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Summer 2020
A front-row seat for Carinthia‘s most beautiful lakes and riversides

The Big Carinthian Lake Loop – 340 Bike Kilometres
Carinthia has everything cyclists could desire. Plenty of sun and a mild climate, well-marked trails, warm bathing lakes of drinking water quality, peaceful riversides and scenic mountains. In addition, there are welcoming inns and restaurants, establishments that cater specifically for those with a bike and, since 2019, the “Big Carinthian Lake Loop“. This 340 km long round trip looks more like a figure eight, leading past ten lakes and along the banks of the Gail and the Drau rivers to idyllic view points. The tour is made complete by an excellent range of services from bike-friendly accommodations and the transregional “Carinthia rent e-bike system“: Hire where you want, return where you want! And then there is always the option of taking one of the boats across the lake, just to save a little energy. 

Discovering and savouring Carinthia with all the senses. That is the privilege of bike tourists in the sunny Austrian province, which combines alpine landscapes with a southern mentality in the most unique way. Its numerous bike-friendly attractions are now even easier to visit with the new “Big Carinthian Lake Loop“. The 340 km long round trip, which is actually a double loop, is a joint venture by the five Carinthian destinations of Millstätter See, Villach - Faaker See - Ossiacher See, Wörthersee, Klopeiner See - Südkärnten and Region Nassfeld - Pressegger See - Lesachtal - Weißensee. As the name implies, each of these five regions boasts mountains and lakes of all sizes and at varying altitudes. The double loop makes it possible to design and combine the stages as you please, selecting the lakes, places and attractions you wish to visit like courses from a menu. Or you can go the whole hog! The entire route serves as an excellent bike holiday for those who like to take things easy and nature lovers, for romantics and active holidaymakers, for anyone who would enjoy a dip in the up to 28 degrees warm water of the bathing lakes along the way.

Discover the best of Carinthia in two loops

Villach, with its central location, is an ideal starting point. The first highlights of the western loop are the sun-kissed paths along the Lake Ossiach and Lake Millstatt shores. Afritzer See and Feldsee provide a rereshing change in between. The route leads through the Gailtal Alps to the picturesque and fjord-like Weissensee, before following the Gitschtal and Gail Cycle Paths to Lake Pressegg. It is a leisurely eastbound ride past the steep banks of the Dobratsch back towards Villach. The eastern loop begins with an excursion to Lake Faak with its almost Caribbean vibe. After a couple of kilometres the route reaches the elegant shores of the Wörthersee. On the north side the bike path leads via Pörtschach to the Carinthian capital Klagenfurt. To the south east of this beckons Lake Klopein, Europe’s warmest bathing lake. Those allowing for more time can discover such untouched jewels as the Kleinsee, the Gösselsdorfer See and Lake Turnersee. The trip finally leads back to Villach through Rosental along the 5-star Drau Cycle Path.

Great service with bike-friendly hosts and 50 hire stations

On the “Big Carinthian Lake Loop“ cyclists can concentrate on the nice things. 50  “Carinthia rent e-bike“ hire stations can be found along the well-marked route, with a total of 1,000 bikes available to hire including e-bikes, plus charging stations. Bikes can be rented from one station, then returned at any of the others. Rest stops with panoramic views and boat trips invite you to recharge along the way, as do traditional inns, snack bars and restaurants, serving the fresh, local produce of the Alpine-Adriatic region.

Feel your stress melt away, making room for a spirit of discovery. The wind on your skin, the smell of fresh hay, at a speed that allows you to cover distance and yet observe. Cycling in the five Carinthian lake regions brings true joy. Because cycling is a unique composition of nature, cultural sights and pure relaxation here, accompanied by culinary delights that you have most certainly earned.

https://cycling.carinthia.at/en/leisure-cycling/seen-schleife
Packages for the Carinthian Lake Loop (including accommodation, luggage transfer, route maps and a service hotline) can be found at Alps2Adria and Kärnten Radreisen (German only).
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